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One: My journey:

óPastsô

(Or setting the scene)



My first semester as an academic



Five conversations with my supervisor

1. I am a fraud



Five conversations with my supervisor

2Φ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ōƭƻŎƪ



Five conversations with my supervisor

3. I understand
(when I had no idea)Χ
ΨǎƳŀǊǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΩ



Five conversations with my supervisor

4. I cannot do thisΧ
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5. I want to change topic
(or supervisors)



Five conversations with my supervisor

5. I want to change topic
(or supervisors
or universities)



Two: The PhD



What we now knowé

Å50 percent of postgraduates do not go into 

academiaé
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What we now knowé

Å50 percent of postgraduates do not go into 
academiaé

ÅInter-discipline skills are valuedé

ÅCollaboration is highly valuedé but difficult to 
achieve...

ÅPressure on completion and finances



ACOLA: Review of Australiaôs Research

Training System

Person System Nation



A tensioné

Scholarship

Ψ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ



A (false) binaryé

Scholarship
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A (false) binaryé



ACOLA (DDOGS)

Person System Nation



ACOLA (DDOGS)

Person System Nation



ACOLA (DDOGS)

Person System Nation



Three: A changing environment:

Futures



LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΧ



! ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ





What is our value proposition?



What does a PhD mean in a 
time of disruption?



A PhD established in Germany

Å1880s



What would these dudes sayé

Χŀbout this?



Has the PhD kept up?



Four: The person



What we know?
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ñvery little reported researchò on postgraduate 
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What we know?

ÅMajority of research on undergraduate student FYE ñvery 

little reported researchò on postgraduate (Larcombe & 

Malkin, 2011) 

ÅA high proportion of under-grads are unsettled or 

dissatisfied with their first year experience (Kift & Nelson, 

2005; Brown et al., 2013) 

ÅWe have little information on how this translates to the first 

year experience?



What is the experience?

Source: The First Year Postgraduate Student Experience ςBond, OLT, ACER, CAPA, USQ, VU, JCU



Results: Overall Sentiment


